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Governor Rauner Launches Another Misinformation Campaign on
School Funding
CHICAGO – If creating havoc for the State of Illinois was a form of art, Governor Bruce Rauner would be
Michelangelo. Just three weeks removed from a narrowly-avoided statewide financial meltdown, he's back at
work on his latest masterpiece, plunging the state into a school funding crisis, and blaming everyone but himself.
Governor Rauner more than tripled the state’s bill backlog from $5 billion to $15.4 billion since taking office.
Despite Governor Rauner’s manufactured budget crisis, our office prioritized putting together $429 million last
month to make a delayed categorical payment to schools around the state. As of today, the state’s checkbook
balance is only $254 million. The Governor has not left enough money in the state’s accounts for another
categorical payment to happen again soon. Falsely blaming our office for not making payments from a bank
account he emptied is like a check-bouncer blaming the bank for bouncing his check.
Thanks to the General Assembly overriding his veto and passing a budget, our office has been able to use
dedicated funds -- funds that can’t be used for K-12 education -- to provide much-needed relief to higher
education and Medicaid. General State Aid (GSA) to K-12 schools cannot be paid through interfund borrowing or
through the General Revenue Fund (GRF) without a school funding bill being passed to authorize those
expenditures.
This misinformation campaign coordinated by the Rauner Administration is the height of hypocrisy.
Unfortunately, we have seen this playbook before. The governor needs to stop the political spin, do his job, and
stop holding schools hostage. School funding legislation must be sent to the governor and he needs to sign it so I
have the legal authority to release critical funds for schools.
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