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___________________________________________________________________________________ 

To:  All State Agencies, Boards and Commissions  
 
From:  Ellen Andres, Assistant Comptroller – Operations  
 
Date:  January 10, 2020 
 
Subject: Federal Withholding Tax Tables – 2020  
   
Number: 1-20 
 
The IRS has posted Publication 15-T Federal Income Tax Withholding Methods for use 
in 2020 at https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p15t.pdf. Federal tax withholding tables are 
included in this bulletin and will be effective for pay periods beginning February 1, 2020. 
The IOC will post an additional payroll bulletin providing withholding calculation samples 
and payroll voucher file layout changes at a future date. Due to changes made by the IRS 
to the 2020 W-4 form, there are now two different tax tables to be used for calculating 
employee withholding. Based on the W-4 on file for each employee, the following 
procedures are to be used:   

 
• 2019 or earlier W-4 forms – Utilize the tax tables found on page 2 of this bulletin. 

Exemptions may still be used with these forms and the amounts per exemption by 
applicable pay period are listed below. 

Bi-Weekly   $ 165.00 
Semi-monthly  $ 179.00 
Monthly             $ 358.00 

• 2020 W-4 form - Utilize the tax tables found on pages 3-4 of this bulletin. 
Exemptions may not be used with this form. The 2020 W-4 form adds Head of 
Household as a withholding status. Agencies submitting a payroll voucher file to 
the IOC using the new 2020 W-4 form must enter a “3” in byte 185 for these 
employees.   
 

Effective January 1, 2020 all new employees or any current employee making withholding 
changes in 2020 must complete the new 2020 W-4 form. The 2020 federal W-4 form can 
be found at https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fW-4.pdf. The IOC will also post a payroll 
bulletin regarding the W-4 form in the near future.  
 
Agencies may access this and other Payroll, SAMS, and Accounting Bulletins on the 
IOC’s website at www.illinoiscomptroller.gov/agencies. If you have questions regarding 
this bulletin, please contact the IOC payroll office at (217) 782-4758.  

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p15t.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p15t.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw4.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw4.pdf
http://www.illinoiscomptroller.gov/agencies
http://www.illinoiscomptroller.gov/agencies
http://ioc-intra.ioc.com/
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2020 Federal Tax Tables for 2019 or earlier W-4 Forms 
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2020 Federal Tax Tables for 2020 W-4 Forms 
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